Washington Duke Inn & Golf Club Surprises 2019 Durham County Teacher of the
Year for National Teacher Day
Mika Twietmeyer was shocked when a few unexpected guests stopped by her classroom at
Riverside High School
DURHAM, N.C., May 7, 2019 – Washington Duke Inn & Golf Club, the premier AAA Four Diamond luxury
inn and golf club located on the campus of Duke University in Durham, North Carolina, treated the 2019
Durham County Teacher of the Year with a complimentary stay at the property and breakfast in the Vista
Restaurant in honor of National Teacher Day.
Representative from the property arrived at Riverside High School yesterday and were accompanied by
Riverside High School’s principal, Tonya Williams, to Mika Twietmeyer’s classroom, where her fourth
period class was coming to a close. As the guests entered, Mika was clearly taken aback, transitioning
from surprised to humbled by the recognition, while her students applauded their hardworking teacher.
“On this special day, we want to make teachers feel truly appreciated for all that they do,” said Jack
Schmidt, area director of sales and marketing, Washington Duke Inn & Golf Club. “We know how tirelessly
the teachers in our communities work and how much of an impact they make on the next generation of
leaders. We are proud to not only support but actively thank Mika and all of our Durham teachers!”
Per the Durham Public Schools site, the science and biology teacher was named 2019 Durham County
Teacher of the Year for her service and success in the classroom. She has been at Riverside her entire
decade‐long teaching career.
Mika first entered the classroom because of her love of science and was excited to develop creative ways
to bring authentic science experiences to the classroom, different from what students had experienced in
the past. Now, midway through her career, she is motivated by her students, her interest in improving her
teaching ability and adapting to teach specific students and providing support and leadership for
beginning teachers.
About Washington Duke Inn & Golf Club
Washington Duke Inn & Golf Club is located on the campus of Duke University, only 20 minutes from
Raleigh‐Durham International Airport and 10 minutes from Research Triangle Park and the original AAA
Four Diamond hotel in Durham, North Carolina. Nestled on 300 acres filled with tall pines and
hardwoods, the Inn – named as U.S. News’ Top 15 Best Hotels in North Carolina and awarded Honorable
Mention in ConventionSouth Readers' Choice Awards – is known for its beautiful facility and grounds,
271 elegantly appointed guest rooms and suites, marvelous cuisine in the Fairview Dining Room —
winner of the AAA Four Diamond Restaurant Award and Wine Spectator Award of Excellence — the Bull
Durham Bar, the Robert Trent Jones‐designed 18‐hole championship Duke University golf course, and its
convenience to local points of interest. It is set apart from other area hotels and conference centers by
unparalleled service, a gracious staff, luxurious interiors and attention to detail.

The hotel is owned by Duke University and is managed by WDI Hospitality, LLC of Durham, North
Carolina. For more information and reservations call (919) 490‐0999 or (800) 443‐3853 and
visit washingtondukeinn.com. Follow Washington Duke Inn on Facebook
at facebook.com/WashingtonDukeInn, Twitter at twitter.com/WashingtonDuke and Instagram
at instagram.com/WashingtonDukeInn.
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